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PAST TENSES - REVIEW
1. Complete the sentences with one of the verbs in bold. Use the past simple tense. 

bring    dig    teach    break    freeze   buy   ring   wake   catch    rise   sleep    

1. I dropped my favourite vase. It fell to the floor and ____________ into a hundred pieces.

2. When I went shopping yesterday, I ____________ some light bulbs and a cooking pot.

3. Last night around midnight, when I was sound asleep, the telephone ____________. It ____________ me up.

4. Alex ____________ his books to class this morning. He didn’t forget them.

5. Ms. Manning ____________ chemistry at the local high school last year.

6. The sun ____________ at 6:04 this morning.

7. The police ____________ the bank robbers. The robbers are in jail now.

8. Last night I had a good night’s sleep. I ____________ for nine hours.

9. It was really cold yesterday. The temperature was around -20 C. I nearly ___________ to death when I walked home.
10. My dog ____________ a hole in the yard and buried his bone.

2. Put the verb in the past simple.

1. Tom _______________ (not/come) to the office yesterday because he _______________ (be) ill. 

2. She _______________ (not/read) the book because she _______________ (not/be) very interested in that author. 

3. The students _______________ (not/finish) their group project because they _______________ (run out) of time. 

4. We _______________ (not/eat) anything for breakfast because we _______________ (be) in a hurry. 

5. Mary _______________ (not/catch) the train to Mexico City because she _______________ (arrive) at the station too late. 

Put the verb in the correct form: past simple or past continuous. 

1. I _______________ (dream) when the alarm clock _______________ (go off). 

2. They _______________ (wait) for me when I _______________ (arrive). 

3. The phone _______________ (ring) while I _______________ (have) a shower. 

4. We _______________ (not/go out) last Sunday because it _______________ (rain). 

5. I _______________ (see) Kim at the party. She _______________ (wear) a new dress. 

6. We _______________ (watch) TV when someone _______________ (come) to the door and _______________ (knock) very loudly.

2. Put the verb into the correct form: past simple or past continuous. 

1. I _______________ (have) a beautiful dream when the alarm clock _______________ (go off). 

2. While we __________________ (play)  tennis, it ______________ (start) to rain.

3. I _______________ (see) Kim at the party. She _______________ (wear) a new dress. 

4. The children ___________________ (do) their homework when I _____________ (get) home.

5. While my brother ___________________ (study), my grandma  ___________________ (make) some muffins.

6. We ____________ (watch) TV when someone ___________ (come) to the door and ____________ (knock) very loudly.

7. A: What _________________(you do) at 8 o’clock last night? B: I __________________ (clean) my room. 

8. James: The house next to yours _______________ (be) full of policemen and police dogs yesterday. 

   Sam: What _______________ (they, do)?

   James: I _______________ (hear) that they _______________ (look) for drugs. 

  Sam: Oh, boy! _________________ (they, find) any? 

  James: Yes, I believe one of the dogs _________________ (discover) some cannabis.

3. Underline the most suitable verb form in each sentence. The first one is done for you. 

a) I suddenly remembered that I forgot/had forgotten my keys. 

b) While Diana watched/was watching her favourite television programme, there was a power-cut. 

c) Tom used to live/would live in the house at the end of the street. 

d) Who was driving/drove the car at the time of the accident? 

e) By the time Sheila got back, Chris went/had gone. 
f) David ate/had eaten Japanese food before, so he knew what to order. 

g) I did/was doing some shopping yesterday, when I saw that Dutch friend of yours. 

h) I used to like/was liking sweets much more than I do now. 

i) What exactly were you doing/did you do when I came into your office  yesterday? 

j) Laura missed the party because no-one was telling/had told her about it. 

k) Tanya would/used to be a doctor.
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