Past Perfect Simple and Continuous  

A. Identify which action in the past took place first: 

1. The tennis player jumped in the air for joy. She had won the match.

a. The tennis player won the match.

b. The tennis player jumped in the air.

2. Before I went to bed, I checked the front door. My roommate had already locked it.

a. I checked the door.

b. My roommate locked the door.

3. I looked for Thomas, but he had left the building.

a. Thomas left the building.

b. I looked for Thomas.

4. I laughed when I saw my son. He had poured a bowl of noodles on top of his head.

a. I laughed.

b. My son poured a bowl of noodles on his head.

5. Oliver arrived at the theater on time, but he couldn't get in. He had left his ticket at home.

a. Oliver left his ticket at home.

b. Oliver arrived at the theater.
B. Past Simple or Past Perfect: Fill in the correct form.

1. Mary ___________________ (give) me Tony's address before she left.

2. When the boys arrived at the cinema, the film ___________________ (already, start).

3. Before we reached the station we saw that we ___________________ (lose) our way.

4. All the tickets ___________________ (be) sold before the concert began.

5. They took a shower after they ___________________ (finish) the game.

6. Bob was sorry that he ___________________ (told) me the story.

7. She couldn't find the book that I ___________________ (lend) her.

8. Uncle David __________________ (go) to the doctor after he _____________ (be) ill for a month.

9. Before the police _______________ (catch) the thief, he ______________ (steal) two more watches.

10. I _________________ (not tell) my teacher that my mum ________________ (help) me with my homework.

11. I ____________ (be) very angry when I __________ (see) that my brother _______________ (eat) my apple.

12. Dad ___________________ (drive) me home after I ___________________ (fall) into the water.

13. Marion ___________________ (ask) me what ___________________ (happen) to me last week.

14. I ___________________ (feel) great after I ___________________ (pass) the exam.

15. The lesson ___________________ (already start) when I ___________________ (arrive).

16. When I __________________ (get) to the park I found out that I __________________ (lose) my keys.

C. Complete the statements with the past perfect or past perfect continuous.

1. I (didn’t understand / hadn’t understood) what was happening because I (didn’t listen / hadn’t been listening).

2. The house was completely dark when I got home because the family (had gone / had been going) to bed.

3 The audience (had stood / had been standing) in line for hours to buy tickets when they cancelled the concert.

4 My friend (had already seen / had already been seeing) Lila Downs in concert, so we decided not to go.

5 He (waited / had been waiting) for three years when she finally (said / had said) she would marry him. 
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